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VA launches $20 million innovation challenge to reduce Veteran suicide

WASHINGTON — As part of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ 10-year strategy to reduce Veteran suicide, VA invites innovators across
the country to participate in Mission Daybreak — a $20 million challenge designed to help VA develop new suicide prevention strategies for
Veterans.

Those interested are encouraged to submit their detailed concept papers via missiondaybreak.net to VA no later than July 8, 2022.

The effort supports the goals of President Biden’s Unity Agenda and aligns with the priority goals and implementation principles of
the White House strategy on reducing military and Veteran suicide.
“To end Veteran suicide, we need to use every tool available,” said VA Secretary Denis McDonough. “In the most recent National Veteran

Suicide Prevention Annual Report more than 45,000 American adults died by suicide — including 6,261 Veterans. That’s why Mission Daybreak
is fostering solutions across a broad spectrum of focus areas to combat this preventable problem.”

Proposed solutions for Mission Daybreak should seek to address one or more of the designated challenge focus areas outlined in the Mission
Daybreak webpage.

During Phase 1 all challenge participants will have access to a collection of open data, surveys, and reports on Veteran suicide prevention as
they prepare their concept papers. Innovators and collaborators are also invited to join the Mission Daybreak solver community, which helps
solvers expand and augment their teams with interdisciplinary expertise.

To learn more and hear from experts, solvers are encouraged to register for the upcoming virtual information session and topical webinars.
Forty teams will receive awards ranging from $100,000 to $3 million which will be distributed across two phases.

Visit missiondaybreak.net for more information on the challenge.
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Reporters covering this issue can download VA's Safe Messaging Best Practices fact sheet or visit ReportingOnSuicide.org for important
guidance on how to communicate about suicide.

If you're a Veteran having thoughts of suicide or you know one who is, contact the Veterans Crisis Line 24/7/365 days a year Call
1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat online at veteranscrisisline.net/Chat or text to 838255.
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